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To the Brethren of the Province of Gloucestershire 

  

20th December 2015 

 

 

 

Brethren, 

 

I attach the schedule of disbursements from the Freemasons’ Fund of the Gloucester 

Community Foundation and the Gloucestershire Masonic Charity Action.  The main part of 

these funds were built up as a result of the Provincial Grand Master’s Appeal launched by 

my predecessor, RW Bro. A.F.R. Davies, in 2008 and finishing in 2013.  It was a splendid 

achievement.  For various reasons the year to 31st October 2015 is the first full year in which 

we can see the results of that appeal and establishing those funds. 

 

The GCF & GMCA 

You will see that the disbursements total a remarkable £70,608 in the year.  They have 

benefited many in the Province of Gloucestershire so you have every reason to be very 

proud of your achievement in establishing those funds.  There was some income carried 

forward from the previous year so the total in the year to 31st October 2016 will not be so 

large but it should be close.  Assuming that present economic conditions continue to 

apply the disbursements in future years should continue at around that level.  Meanwhile 

the capital value of the funds you built up should be maintained in real terms. 

 

I am glad to report that a number of the disbursements were made as a result of 

representations from individual Lodges.  Both the GCF and the GMCA welcome such 

representations and hope to see more in the future.  They must accord with the criteria by 

which both funds assess individual cases but these can be easily explained to those who 

request them. 

 

Direct giving by Lodges 

In addition you will know that the Province asked the Lodges to report on the direct giving 

which each Lodge undertakes as a result of raffles, collections etc.  We will report more 

fully on that in another letter but the important figure to bear in mind is that over the last 

two years the 83 Lodges in the Province of Gloucestershire have, on average, given 

directly £100,000 per year.  This is a tremendous result and one which is to the credit of 

every member of this Province. 

 

Total 

Therefore from these two main sources the brethren of Gloucestershire last year gave 

£170,000 to charitable causes.  This demonstrates that our ideals are not just abstract ideas 

but are the drivers for taking action to help people who are not as fortunate as ourselves. 
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But that is not all 

There is another category of disbursement which must be taken into account.  The four 

main national Masonic charities - soon to be merged into one called the Masonic 

Charitable Foundation - disburse tens of millions of pounds each year.  Some of that 

money comes into this Province. 

 

The average received over recent years by members of this Province has totalled 

£265,000 per year.  The figure for 2015 to date indicates that that average will be 

maintained.  These disbursements are for the relief of Gloucestershire Masons and their 

families. 

 

And yet more 

The figure of £265,000 above is for the relief of brethren and the families which is easy 

enough to analyse by Province.  In addition many millions are given each year to non-

Masonic charities which are impossible to allocate by Province with any degree of 

accuracy.   However, to quote some instances, I have in recent months represented you 

at the following charities. 

 

 Riding for the Disabled held their annual national event at Hartpury near Gloucester.  

The Grand Charity gave £75,000 over two years to assist them in their work. 

 Wellchild based in Cheltenham received £40,000 from The Grand Charity to support 

one nurse for one year to nurse children in their own homes. 

 Star College in Cheltenham received £37,500 from The Grand Charity to fit out the 

kitchen and communal areas in the new residential complex 

 Diabetes UK received £55,000 from The Masonic Samaritan Fund because the 

Freemasons of Gloucestershire voted that they should receive a grant to fund 

research into the links between diabetes and dementia. 

 Every year our local Air Ambulance receives £4,000 and four hospices in 

Gloucestershire share £6,300 from The Grand Charity. 

 

Conclusion 

Brethren, these are great results.  Your generosity over the years is making a difference to 

many of our fellow citizens who are in distress.  There is nothing confidential about the 

content of this letter or its attachments.   Please feel free to tell as many people as possible 

about the great work that the Freemasons of Gloucestershire are doing. 

 

On a personal note it makes me proud to be a member of this fraternity and to be able to 

call each and every one of you “brother.” 

 

Yours sincerely and fraternally, 

 

DHT Henderson-Ross 

Provincial Grand Master for Gloucestershire 


